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April 13–16, 2014, Kyoto, JapanAs you may be aware the 18th World Congress of Bronch-
ology and Interventional Pulmonology (WCBIP) in collabora-
tion with the World Association for Bronchology and
Interventional Pulmonology (WABIP), to be held from April
13 to 16, 2014 in Kyoto, is fast approaching. I take great
pleasure as President of the 18th WCBIP, as a colleague and
as a friend, to personally extend my warmest invitation to
participate in this event.
The WABIP was originally known as the World Association
for Bronchology. Dr. Shigeto Ikeda, a Japanese thoracic
surgeon and bronchologist, responsible for the development
of the ﬂexible ﬁber optic bronchoscope in the late 1960s,
founded this organization in Japan in 1978.
The WABIP holds their biennial congress, the WCBIP, with
host sites rotating among countries in the Asia-Paciﬁc region,
the Americas, and Europe. With more than 2500 medical
professionals, the WABIP represents over 30 regional and
national societies.
This year, the 18th WCBIP meeting boasts an interesting
and dynamic scientiﬁc program with from well-recognized
and world-renowned physicians and specialists in the ﬁelds
of bronchoscopy and interventional pulmonology.The keynote / special lecturers and their presentation topics
are as follows: Charles Vacanti: Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cells
 Jean-Francois Dumon: Rigid bronchoscopy, essential tool for
therapeutic endoscopy
 Lutz Freitag: Heavy problem, light solution
 Ole F. Pedersen: Mechanical determinants of the maximum
expiratory ﬂow: choke point physiology
 Harumi Ito: Morphological bases of HRCT diagnosis of pulmon-
ary diseases
I would like to take this chance to inform all interested
participants that registration is open for the 18th WCBIP.
Please make time to register for this meeting and avail in the
best of what this meeting has to offer.
I look forward to seeing everyone in Kyoto.
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